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ISSUE:  As of June 30, 1998, 125,519 NYS AIDS cases were reported to NYSDOH.  Of these, 
27,309 were among women, 14,458 of whom were injection drug users; among children under 
age 13, 68% (1.370) acquired their infections through maternal HIV transmission from mothers 
primarily infected through personal injection drug use or through sexual contact with an injection 
drug users. 
SETTING:  Community-based organizations (CBOs) throughout NYS 
PROJECT:  Funding through the Women’s Supportive Services (WSS) and Harm Reduction 
(HR) initiatives of the NYSDOH to CBOs provide services which increase the ability of women 
living with HIV and at risk for HIV and substance abuse to access care, adopt behaviors reducing 
their risk of contracting HIV or developing further illness, embrace healthier life styles and 
experience improved quality of life. 
RESULTS:  Supportive and family-centered case management services, funded through WSS, 
are sensitive to needs of women, and families.  Programs enhance the woman’s ability to access 
and remain in medical care and social services.  Services include child care, 24-hour crisis 
intervention and substance abuse treatment, recreational activities, peer support and HIV 
prevention education.  Similarly, the HR initiative supports strategies to meet people “where they 
are” and include the provisions of new injection equipment; HIV prevention and risk reduction 
education; supportive counseling; stress reduction skills building and leadership training; referrals 
to HIV counseling and testing, medical care and substance use programs; and access to condoms, 
dental dams and bleach kits.  Ten CBOs funded for WSS provide case management and 
supportive services to approximately 600 clients and roughly 800 partners, and family members 
each year.  The 12HR/Syringe Exchange programs provided outreach and education to over 
40,000 women and syringe exchange services to over 15,000 women since the program inception. 
LESSONS LEARNED:  Programs were designed with input from both consumers and providers 
to ensure delivery of services that meets specific needs of communities at risk.  Participating 
providers initiatives are located in communities with high seroprevalence rates services are 
offered at sites and times accommodate women in their care-taking family roles.  High service 
utilization rates indicate efficacy in reaching the target population. 
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